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IN THE CLAIMS 

For the convenience of the Examiner, all pending claims of the Application are 
reproduced below. 

1. (Original) An apparatus for specifying network address translations for a 
plurality of packets, comprising: 

a forwarding agent operable to receive a first set of instructions from a service 
manager, the first set of instructions specifying criteria for selected packets that are 
designated to undergo a network address translation, wherein the first set of instructions also 
specifies that in order to accept the first set of instructions, the forwarding agent can support 
the network address translation, the forwarding agent being further operable to send a 
matching packet that matches the specified criteria, and wherein a network address 
translation scheme is determined for the matching packet, the forwarding agent receiving a 
second set of instructions specifying the network address translation scheme for one or more 
packets associated with the matching packet, the matching packet being an initial packet for a 
new flow and the one or more packets being associated with the new flow. 

2. (Original) The. apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the forwarding agent is coupled 
to a fixed affinity database, the forwarding agent being operable to identify an affinity key in 
the fixed affinity database and to forward the one or more packets associated with the 
matching packet according to an action defined in the fixed affinity, and wherein the action 
defined is a translation operation. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein determining the network 
address translation scheme for the matching packet includes load balancing connections 
among a set of hosts having individual Internet Protocol (IP) addresses and selecting one of 
the individual IP addresses as a destination IP address for the one or more packets associated 
with the matching packet. 
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4. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the network address translation 
scheme includes translating a destination port number for the one or more packets associated 
with the matching packet. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the network address translation 
scheme includes translating a destination IP address for the one or more packets associated 
with the matching packet. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the network address translation 
scheme includes translating a source port number of the one or more packets associated with 
the matching packet. 

7. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the network address translation scheme 
includes translating a source EP address of the one or more packets associated with the 
matching packet. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the service manager is operable 
to receive selected packets related to a connection associated with the matching packet, and 
wherein the service manager is further operable to monitor the status of the connection. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the matching packet is a SYN 
packet for a new connection. 
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10. (Original) A system for specifying network address translations for a plurality 
of packets, comprising: 

means for receiving a first set of instructions specifying criteria for selected packets 
that are designated to undergo a network address translation, the first set of instructions 
specifying that in order to accept the first set of instructions, the network address translation 
can be supported; 

means for communicating a matching packet that matches the specified criteria, 
wherein a network address translation scheme is determined for the matching packet; and 

means for receiving a second set of instructions specifying the network address 
translation scheme for one or more packets associated with the matching packet, wherein the 
matching packet is an initial packet for a new flow and the one or more packets are associated 
with the new flow. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of Claim 10, further comprising: 

means for receiving additional packets related to a connection associated with the 
matching packet; and 

means for monitoring the status of the connection. 

12. (Original) The system of Claim 10, wherein the network address translation 
scheme includes translating a selected one of a source IP address of the one or more packets 
associated with the matching packet and a source port number of the one or more packets 
associated with the matching packet. 

13. (Original) The system of Claim 10, wherein the network address translation 
scheme includes translating a selected one of a destination IP address of the one or more 
packets associated with the matching packet and a destination port number of the one or more 
packets associated with the matching packet. 
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14. (Original) The system of Claim 10, further comprising: 

means for load balancing connections among a set of hosts having individual real IP 
addresses and selecting one of the individual real IP addresses as a destination IP address for 
the one or more packets associated with the matching packet. 

15. (Original) An apparatus for specifying network address translations for a 
plurality of packets, comprising: 

a service manager operable to communicate a first set of instructions to a forwarding 
agent, the first set of instructions specifying criteria for selected packets that are designated to 
undergo a network address translation, wherein the first set of instructions also specifies that 
in order to accept the first set of instructions, the forwarding agent can support the network 
address translation, the forwarding agent being further operable to send a matching packet 
that matches the specified criteria, and wherein a network address translation scheme is 
determined for the matching packet, the forwarding agent receiving a second set of 
instructions specifying the network address translation scheme for one or more packets 
associated with the matching packet, the matching packet being an initial packet for a new 
flow and the one or more packets being associated with the new flow. 

16. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the service manager includes: 

a forwarding agent sending interface configured to communicate the first set of 
instructions to the forwarding agent, and wherein the service manager also includes a 
processor configured to determine the network address translation scheme for the matching 
packet. 

17. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein determining the network 
address translation scheme for the matching packet includes load balancing connections 
among a set of hosts having individual Internet Protocol (IP) addresses and selecting one of 
the individual IP addresses as a destination IP address for the one or more packets associated 
with the matching packet. 
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1 8. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the network address translation 
scheme includes translating a destination port number for the one or more packets associated 
with the matching packet. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the network address translation 
scheme includes translating a destination IP address for the one or more packets associated 
with the matching packet. 

20. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the network address translation 
scheme includes translating a source port number of the one or more packets associated with 
the matching packet. 

2L (Original) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the network address translation 
scheme includes translating a source IP address of the one or more packets associated with 
the matching packet. 

22. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the service manager is 
operable to receive selected packets related to a connection associated with the matching 
packet, and wherein the service manager is further operable to monitor the status of the 
connection. 
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